DALTON-IN-FURNESS 


URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


fllNNUflL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1920. 


Daltmi-in-Fiirness  : 

VV.  Hoi.MKS  & Smith,  Ltd.,  Printers. 
1921. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29147657 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DALTON-IN-FURNESS  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Membei’S  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District  Council. 

t'lENTLEMEN, 

In  accoiclance  with  llie  Order  of  the  Minisli}  of  Ilealtli,  1 beg 
to  present  to  \ (ju  my  report  ol  the  liealtli  and  sanitary  condition  of 
the  district  under  niy  control  as  Metlical  Oilicer  of  Health. 

IXSPEC  1 ION  Oh  I'llL  D1  5 1 PICT. — One  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
is  employed  by  the  Council,  and  I am  satisfied  that  the 
district  is  kept  under  irgulai  and  c'onstanl  supei  \ ision. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

I’OITH  ..ATION. — When  the  Census  was  taken  in  igiijthe  ['opida- 
tion  was  10,765.  .'\t  this  time  there  were  '2,^83  inhalntid 

houses  and  i8o  uniidiabited.  Ow  ing  to  conditions  brought 
about  by  tlie  war,  piactually  all  the  uninhabitfd  houses, 
both  fit  and  unlit  hu  ociujiation.  ha\e  become  inhabited,  and 
even,  in  sp'te  of  the  fact  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
induied  a gieat  number  of  woikeis  to  return  to  their  ordinary 
ax'ocatioiis  III  other  parts  of  thu  couiiti}',  the  houses  have 
remained  tenanted,  and  there  is  no  doubt  an  acutel\-lelt 
shoitage  and  a considerable  amount  of  ox  en  row  d mg,  and 
this  oven  I ow  d ing  w'ould  be  an  entiiated  v\eie  it  possible  to 
close  dwellings  which  aie  obviously  unlit  for  habitation; 
this,  it  is  impossible  to  do,  because  accomniodatK  n i annol  he 
found  lor  the  displaced  population  'I  lie  pc. [ illation  is 
distributed  as  under  : — 


Dalton  and  New  ton 

Line  al  and  .\larton 

Aska  n 1 a nd  1 1 elet  h 

... 

8930 

900 

353" 

Total 

• • • 

13,360 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  CHARACTER  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Dalton  is  built  on  a gravel  sub-soil,  with  the  limestone 
outcropping  at  the  North  and  East  parts  of  the  town.  From  the 
North  to  Haume  and  Greenscoe  we  still  have  tiie  limestone,  which 
at  these  places  runs  into  the  clay  slate.  Askam  is  budt  on  the  sand, 
and  Ireleth  on  the  Lower  Ireletli  slate,  the  limestone  appearing 
again  at  Dunnerholme.  Lindal  is  mostly  limestone,  with  clay  slaie 
at  Marton. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  iron  ore  mining 
and  limestone  quarrying,  but  abtmt  600  men  find  emplo3ment 
at  the  large  works  of  Vickers,  Ltd.,  at  Liarrow-in-Furness. 


WATER  SUPPLY. — 1 he  water  suppK’  is  deiived  from  the  reservoirs 
of  the  Barrow  Corporation  situated  at  Powka  Beck,  and  these 
reservoirs  are  supplied  from  the  upland  surface  water.  1 he 
supply  is  constant  ami  there  is  little  fear  of  animal  organic 
pollution,  and  I have  not  lieard  of  any  disease  arising  whicli 
could  be  attiibuted  to  plumbo-sol vent  action. 

Complaints  of  insufficiency  of  pressure  in  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  town  have  been  frequent,  and  ii  is  dillicult  to  see  how 
any  increase  of  pressure  can  be  obtained  so  long  as  the 
undertakers  persist  in  the  folly  ol  delivering  ihe  water  to 
Dalton  from  the  supplemental y reservoir  situated  on  the 
summit  of  Ploghouse  Brow.  VVhy  it  should  be  considered 
necessary  to  reduce,  the  head  of  pressure  in  this  way  is  incon- 
ceivable, unless  it  be  the  fear  that  the  old  and  worn  out 
mains  would  not  stand  the  extra  piessure  that  would  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  were  the  water  delivered  Ironi 
the  main  reservoir  at  Powka  Beck. 

An  effort  has  been  made,  mid  is  being  made,  to  increase  the 
pressure  by  scra|hiig  the  mains,  and  though  there  may  have 
been  an  improvenieiit  it  lias  not  _\ielded  an  entirely  satis- 
factory result. 

there  are  certain  houses  and  groups  of  houses,  viz  , 
Minnikin  llall,  1 y ihrbarn,  ( ireen  Mills  ami  Longlands  w hich, 
being  outside  the  radius  ol  the  mains,  are  without  a sullu  lent 
supply  of  water,  but,  a 1 1 hough  in  years  gone  by,  eveiy  elicit 
has  been  made  to  bi  mg  about  an  extension  ol  the  mains, 
nothing  has  been  done,  and  with  labotir  and  luateiial 
standing  at  the  present  high  lignre  it  is  unlikely  that  anything 
can  be  rlone,  bill  looking  at  tlie  lact  that  the  main  supply  to 
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Newton  has  been  sc'iaiied  with  a view  to  improving  ihe 
pressure  and  that  complaints  are  still  received  as  to  the 
insuH'ic'iency  of  the  supply,  it  might  be  desirable  for  the 
Council  to  consider  the  advisability  of  requesting  the  under- 
takers to  lav  drnvn  a main  of  increased  capacity  which 
would  be  a''ailable  for  extension  to  the  dwellings  named 
abo\  e. 


Rl\’KlvS. — The  overilow  f[a)m  I’o  vka  lieck  liteservoir  is  the  only 
streaui  running  through  \’our  district  and  this  is  not  liable  to 
pollution. 


Dli  \1N  \GI''  .Wn  Sb\VI'',lC\Cjl'b — rite  sewerage  of  the  town  is  laid 
OLit  on  the  dual  svstem,  separate  sewers  for  the  storm  water 
being  provided.  1 he  sewage  is  taken  into  settling  tanks,  and 
after  filtration  through  coke,  is  disc'harged  into  the  sewers  of 
the  Barrow  Corporation  at  Furness  .Abbey  and  thence  into 
the  sea. 


DR AINAGF  .A.NI)  SlLWFR.At  iF.— So  far  as  the  sewers  of  Dalton 
Town  are  c.oncerned,  I have  every  reason  to  think  that  they 
have  been  working  quite  satisfactorily,  dhore  have  been 
no  I'ompl. lints  of  lloodmg  in  the  h^wer  parts  of  the  town,  as 
was  the  ca-ie  a few  years  ago,  before  the  new  storm  ovei  flow 
sewer  was  provitled. 

\I.\Rsn  SriiEEr  (Xskv.m)  OurF.VLL. — I'his  outfall  has  been 
diverted  by  i he  provi-^i'  )U  ol  300  yards  of  9 in  pipes  discharging 
into  the  .\1  liii  .Sevver  and  thence  to  the  tanks.  [Previously  the 
S‘"wage  was  discliarged  on  to  the  beach  and  was  a constant 
source  of  m'lisance. 

Ikeletii.— g in.  sewer  will  shortly  be  laid  fro.n  the. 
1 ravellers’  Rest  Inn  to  join  the  main  llolhiwgate  Sewer,  and 
thence  by  tlie  main  in  Duddon  Road  to  the  tanks.  I'liis 
work  has  been  held  in  abeyance  on  account  of  the  <-.\igeiu  ies 
of  the  war. 

.\.\'TiCRoss  'Dai.tox). — .\  new  g in.  se«er  will  shortly  be 
h'lid  from  .Anticross  and  I'horiitou  I’lace  to  join  the  main 
outfall  sewer  at  the  foot  of  Cemetery  Mill.  Bv  the  completion 
of  this  work  the  Council  will  be  in  ;i  position  to  idose  three 
cesspools,  which  v'ere  an  ever  recurring  e.\|)ense  in  cleansing 
and  gas'e  rise  to  consiaiit  coin(Haint. 
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REFUSE  REMOVAE. — lu  the  early  autLiiiin  the  Council  decided  to 
delegate  this  supremely  irliporlaiit  branch  of  sanitary  ad- 
ministration to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  with  a view  to 
increased  expedition  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  removal  and 
as  a measure  of  economy.  I'lie  time  has  scarcelv  arrived 
when  it  would  be  wise  to  form  a judgment  as  to  the  result  of 
the  change,  but  I feel  confident  that  the  Council,  and 
especially  the  Health  Committee,  will  not  permit  the  mere 
question  ol  finance  to  influence  tliem  in  allowing  anything 
siiort  of  perfect  efficiency  to  prevail  in  a work'  which  may 
have  a far  reaching  effect  upon  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
community. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Elementary  Day  Schools 
is  generally  quite  satisfactory.  On  aci  ciunt  of  the  epidemic 
of  Diphtheria,  the  l.indal-in-Furuess  Schools  were  carefully 
inspected,  and  minor  defects  were  remedied  by  the  Ifducatii'n 
■Authority.  I am  hopeful  tfiat  when  the  Ireleth  Sewer  is 
completed,  that  the  existing  eaith  closets  v\ill  be  converted 
into  w.c.’s. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS:  MILK  SUPPLY.— Although  there 
have  been  no  complaints  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the 
milksupph,  I find  myself  unable  to  speak  with  any  satis- 
faction of  the  way  in  which  the  sup[)l_\  is  produced,  'fhere 
are  a few,  very  few,  sheds  wdiich  are  up  to  the  standard  of 
modern  requirements  ; others  are  faulty,  but  might  be  made 
to  comply  with  the  Ifye-laws  adopted  b\  the  Council  ; others, 
and  I think,  the  majority  aie  quite  hopeless,  and  nothing  but 
entire  reconstruction  would  make  them  satisfactory.  I have 
recently  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  on  the  condition 
of  some  of  the  very  worst  sheds  in  your  district,  and  copies  of 
my’  reports  have  been  foi  warded  to  the  ow'ners,  but  I am 
bound  to  admit  that  1 am  not  sanguine  that  any  useful 
purjiose  w'ill  be  served  by  the  iiroceeding,  nor  do  I see  what 
can  possibly  be  done  until  the  law  is  made  more  definite  upon 
the  point. 


MILK  (Mothers  and  Children)  (MHIEK’,  1918. — Your  Councdl  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  Ordei,  and  milk  is  sujiplied,  in 
necessitous  cases  for  expectant  mothers,  and  ( hildrt  n under 
five  years  old,  i ither  f'ce  or  under  cost  price. 


I K )USI  N’t '1.— In  s|)ite  of  the  fact  that  on  t he  cess.ition  of  hostilities 
a huge  number  il  men  h it  the  distiiit  to  letuin  to  their 
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pre-war  avocations  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  there  is  a 
great  shortage  of  accouiinodation  for  the  working  class  ^ 
population.  I'liere  is  still  a considerahle  amount  of  over- 
crowding, and  many  houses  that  are  now  occupied  are  far 
below  a reasonable  standard.  \N  ith  prices  of  labour  and 
material  at  the  present  high  figure,  1 am  quite  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  problem  is  one  which  it  is  difficult  to  solve, 
nevertheless,  1 am  bound  to  urge  the  Council  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  Government’s  olTer,  before  it  is  too  late,  and 
provide  better  housing  for  the  working  classes  of  the  district 
— the  responsd)d ity  is  theirs  ami  must  be  shoiddered.  1 
sometimes  wonder  if  we  sufficiently  realise  the  conditions 
under  which  many  of  our  working  people  live?  lam  con- 
vinced that  none  of  us  would  care  to  live  for  a single  week  in 
many  of  the  dw'ellirigs  in  wide  It  the)'  are  compelled  to  spend 
the  greater  part  of  their  lives. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  bii  ths  registered  during  the  year  that  is  past 
have  numbered  368,  which  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  27'5  per  1,000. 
In  the  previous  year  there  were  320  births,  the  birth-rate  being  23'9 
per  1,000. 

1 he  births  have  been  distributed  as  follows  : — 

1920.  1919. 


Births 

Birth-rate 

Births 

Birth-rate 

Dalton  and 

Newton... 

262 

29'3 

198 

22' l 

Linda  1 and 

Marion  ... 

23 

2.5-5 

20 

22'9 

Askam  and 

Ireleth  ... 

23-5 

102 

28-8 

368 

27  5 

320 

23-9 

There  have  been 

185  male  > 

children  born 

and  1 

[83  females. 

There  have  been 

2 i illegitimate  birti 

IS — I 2 males  ; 

Old  1 I 

fema  les. 

It  will 

be  noted 

from  tile 

above  that  there  li 

as  been  an 

increase  of  48  over  the  previous  \ear,  in  the  number  of  births,  arising 
entirely  in  the  D.dton  District,  Askam  and  Lindal  showing  a 
decrease  in  the  iiumber. 


Dkaths. — I'here  have  b'^eii  213  deaths  recorded,  which 
produces  a death-rate  of  i 30  per  1 ,000,  as  ('r)ni|)ared  with  181  in  the 
)ear  iqoj  and  a death-rate  of  i 3‘5  per  1 ,oo(2. 
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Distribution  of  the  deatlis. 


Dalton  and  Newton... 
Lindal  and  Marton  ... 
Askam  and  Ireleth  ... 


1920. 

Deaths  Death-rate 
145  16.2 

20  22'2 

4S  I3'5 


213  i5‘9 


1919. 

Deaths  Death-rate 
128  I4'3 

II  I2‘2 

42  11-9 


181  13-5 


1 liere  have  been  120  deaths  in  males  and  93  in  females. 


Infantile  DEATHS.--The  Infantile  Deaths  are  the  deaths  of 
infants  before  reaching  the  end  of  the  first  \earof  life.  I find  that 
in  1920  there  were  35  deaths  at  this  age  period,  equal  to  an 
infantile  death-rate  of  92'3  per  1,000  births.  In  the  year  1919  there 
were  25  infantile  deaths,  the  rate  then  being  78'!  per  1,000  births. 
These  deaths  have  been  distributed  as  follows  ; — 

1920.  1919- 

Infantile  Infantile  Infantile  Infantile 


Deaths 

Death-rate 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

Dalton  and  Newton 

23 

87-4 

15 

75  7 

Lindal  and  Marton 

2 

869 

I 

50-0 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

10 

I 20'4 

9 

88'2 

35 

92-3 

25 

^ ! 

00 

'I'here  have  been  2 

deaths  of 

llegitimate 

infants. 

Causes  of  Infantile  Deaths. 

Dalton  and 

Lindal  and 

Askam  and  Total 

Newton 

Marton 

Ireleth 

Congenital  Defects  .. 

b 

— 

— 

6 

I'nonchitis 

b 

• — 

— 

6 

Premature  Hirth 

4 

2 

— 

■ 6 

Convulsions 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

I 

— 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

— 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

I 

— 

— 

I 

'rubercular  Meningitis 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Laryngitis 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

. 1 

— 

4 

5 

Totals 

23 

2 

10 

35 

There  is  a reprettable  increase  in  the  number  of  Infantile 
Deaths,  and  it  w'f)idd  scarcely  be  unlair  or  unkind  to  jraients  to  saj 
that  with  increased  know  ledpe  and  greater  care  at  least  50  ]'er  tent. 
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of  these  deaths  might  be  avoided.  I'his  lack  of  knowledge  is 
chielly  displayed  in  allowing  infants  to  contract  chest  affections, 
and  great  carelessness  is  undoidrtedly  displayed  in  exposing  them  to 
the  risk  of  contracting  epidemic  diseases,  in  the  mistaken  idea  that 
sooner  or  later  every  child  must  have  these  diseases  ; especially  is 
this  so  during  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 


IxF.ANT  Weli-.^re. — I'his  work’,  as  I liave  stated  in  previous 
reports,  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council.  The  centre 
is  well  attended,  as  the  subjoined  figures  show. 

Individual  Children 

Attending  Attendances 


ig20 — Under  i tear...'  ...  ...  78  302 

From  1 to  2 years  ...  ...  25  73 

Over  2 } ears  ...  ...  ...  57  132 

igiy — Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  76  256 

From  I to  2 years  ...  ...  15  35 

Over  2 \ears  ...  ...  ...  34  63 


From  the  above,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  work 
is  being  gradually  estimated  at  its  real  worth,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  as  time  goes  on  more  and  more  mothers  will  take 
advantage  (d  the  great  privilege  offered  to  them  ; in  this  wav  we 
may  hope  to  stop  the  sericms  drain  upon  our  infant  life.  WhiUt  I am 
prepared  to  arlmit  that  the  mother  is  the  safest  guardian  of  her 
child,  still  she  must  have  Imowledge  of  motherhood,  and  this  does 
not  come  by  instinct  — it  must  be  learnt — and  this  knowledge,  for 
the  majority  of  mothers,  can  liest  be  gained  at  an  Infant  Weltare, 
Centre.  .V  gra  dialU’  increasing  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health 
and  the  means.of  preventing  disease  has  caused  a steady  fall  in  the 
death-rate  at  all  ages,  but  the  decrease  of  the  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  has  not  corresponded  with  the  decrease  in  the 
ordinary  death-rate. 


8emle  Deaths. — In  persons  of  65  3'ears  of  age  and  upwards 
there  have  been  54  ileaths,  as  compared  v\  ith  63  in  the  3 ear  14 ig  and 
these  have  been  distributed  a.s  under. 

Dalton  and  Newton  ...  35 

l.indal  and  Marton  ...  3 

Ask'am  and  Ireleth  ...  1 .| 


Total  54 


lO 


Phthisis.  Tliere  liave  22  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis (phtliisis)  as  compared  with  17  in'the  year  iqig,  and  these 
have  been  distributed  as  follows  ; — 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth  ... 


1920  1919 

16  12 

...  1 I 

5 4 

1 otals  22  17 


h rom  1 Liberculosis  of  other  organs  deaths  have  occurred 
at  Dalton  and  Newton,  i at  Lindal  and  Marton,  and  3 at  Askam 
and  Iieleth.  1 he  lollowing  notifications  of  I ubercular  Diseases 
have  been  received  ; — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  of 
Tuberculosis  Other  Orsrans  Total 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 

Totals 


26 

5 

31 

3 

— 

3 

10 

4 

14 

39 

9 

48 

I mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Ueport  that  the  treatment 
of  Tubercular  Diseases  is  now  in  tlie  hands  of  the  County  Council, 
whose  Medical  Officer  and  Nurse  attend  twice  a week  at  the 
Dispensary  established  at  L’lverston,  and  in  addition  to  this,  visit 
cases  at  their  own  liomes.  1 think  it  ma\'  safely  be  said  that 
sufferers  from  'Tubercular  Diseases  are  more  ready  than  they  were  a 
few  years  ago  to  accept  treatment,  and  it  is  a pity  that  this  treat- 
ment cannot  be  initiated  at  the  very  outset  of  tlie  trouble.  It  is 
possible  that  with  a more  enlightened  pulfiic  opinion,  we  may  have 
an  increasing  number  of  applications  for  assistance  at  the  very 
commencement  of  impaired  liealth. 


Venerrai.  Diseases. — Some  years  ago  I circularised  the 
Medical  Practitioner  in  your  district  with  a view  to  estimating  the 
extent  to  vvhi(.:h  diseases  of  this  type  jireva iled,  and  I found  that 
there  was  a veiy  small  demand  made  upon  Practitioners  lor  treat- 
ment. The  Countv  Council  have  an  a 1 rangement  with  the  North 
Lonsdale  llospital  at  Marrow  to  undertake  the  Iree  treatment  of  any 
cases  making  application,  but  1 am  doubthd  whether  ad\'antage  has 
been  taken  of  this  piivilcge  in  a single  instance,  during  the  past 
year. 


Can'cek. — III  Diiltdii  fiiul  Newton  tliere  have  l.ieen  i6  deaths 
from  Caneer  of  various  organs,  i in  Lindal  aiul  Marton,  and  3 in 
Asham  and  Irelelh.  In  1919  there  over  17  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Zymotic  De.aths. — From  diseases  classified  as  Zymotic, 
there  have  been  38  deatlis,  whicli  is  equal  to  a zymotic  death-rate  of 
2 84  per  1,000  1 liese  deaths  have  been  distributed  as  under  : — 

Whooping  Scarlet  Diph- 

Cough  Measles  Fever  theria  Total 
Dalton  and  Newton...  5 13  i i 20 

Lmdal  and  Marton  ...  — 3 — 4 7 

.-\skam  and  Ireleth  ...  i 9 — i ii 

Totals  ...  6 25  I 6 38 


In  the  -vear  1919  only  3 zymotic  deaths  were  recorded, 
giving  a rate  of -22  j'er  1,000,  'The  great  incn  ase  in  the  deaths 
from  this  class  t>f  disease  has  been  due  to  those  arising  from  whoop- 
ing cough,  measles  and  diphtheria.  In  the  e[)idemic  of  measles, 
which  was  at  its  height  in  .Apiil,  May  and  June,  25  lives  were  lost, 
and  the  disease  nee  essilated  the  closure  of  the  .Askam  Junior  and 
Senior  Schools,  the  Lindal  in  T'urness  Schools,  and  the  Dalton 
Council  Infants’  and  Church  of  England  Infants’  Schools. 

Infectious  Diskases. — 1 he  followung  table  gives  the 
number  of  lases  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  during  the  veai. 


J )nhoi’  nnd 

Lindnl  and 

Askam  and 

Totals 

Neu  ton 

Marton 

Ireleth 

J920 

.Scarlet  Fever 

1 2 

— 

— 

1 2 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

1 2 

6 

20 

El  Nsija  las  ... 

I 

— 

1 

2 

(Jirlithalmia 

— 

— 

6 

6 

I’neiimonia 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Eethargir-a  ... 

I 

— 

I 

2 

Totals 

'7 

1 2 

■4 
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'Typhoid  Feveio— 'I  his  disease  is  said  to  be  an  index  of  the 
sanitary  intelligence  of  a communit),  and  if  sik  h is  the  case  it 
speaks  well  for  the  condition  of  )our  district  when  1 say  that  not  a 
single  case  of  ihe  disease  has  been  notified  during  the  _\ear,  and 
only  one  in  the  la^'t  three  years.  What  a coiitra'-t  to  the  tale  which 
had  to  Le  told  a few  years  ago.  Still,  we  must  not  assume  that  we 
have  reached,  or  even  are  1 each ing,  an\ I h ing  ai)|)roaching  a siage 
of  perfection.  Many  things  lemam  to  be  done,  and  many  c(  iidi- 
lions  which  are  alwavs  a menace  to  health  must  be  remiwed. 
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Influknza. — Only  4 deaths  from  Infliteiiza  have  been  regis- 
tered, the  lesjaective  ages  l)eing  30,  78,  74  and  73. 

l)iPH  I'HiiRiA.  — An  epidemic  of  lliis  disease  broke  out  at 
Lindal  and  Marton  in  the  early  autumn,  and  necessitated  the  closure 
of  tjie  Lindal-in  Furness  Schools  on  two  occasions.  The  infection 
spread  to  Ireleth,  and  the  schools  here  had  to  he  closed.  .Although 
the  whole  of  the  childien  in  the  schools  were  examined  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  and  myself,  we  were  never  able  to  locate  the  oriemal 
source  of  infection,  but  it  is  more  than  likely  that  there  w.is  a ‘‘carrier” 
case. 


SCARi.itT  Fever. — We  have  not  been  visited  by  any  extensive 
outbreak  of  ScaiKt  Fever. 

Casks  of  Infectious  Disease  generally  are  isfilated  in  the 
High  ( larley  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  under  the  management  of  a 

Joint  Board.  I find  little  difficulty,  as  a rule,  in  persuading  parents 

to  allow  sufferers  kj  be  removed. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bairow  (.orpoiaiion 
to  receive  any  cases  of  Small  Pox  that  might  arise  in  the  area  oi  the 

Joint  Botird,  but  fortunately  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take 

advantage  of  the  [irivilege. 

In  conclusion,  I must  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Health 
Committee  and  my  colleagues,  for  their  kindly  co-opeiation  and 
su[)port  at  all  times. 


I am,  (jentlemen. 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 

FR.C.P.  I.OM).,  .M.R.CS.  ItNt;,  D.P.H.  Lond. 
Medical  Officer  ol  He.dth. 


21st  Match,  1921. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31ST,  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District  Council. 


('lENTLEMEN, 

1 have  again  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  rny  Annual 
Report  of  ilie  sanitary  condition  of  tlie  District,  showing  in  detail 
tlie  number  of  inspections  of  tlie  various  kinds  made,  and  also  the 
nature  of  the  nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with. 

IN'SPECriOM  OK  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  of  the  area  has  been  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  whilst  manv  premises  on  which  nuisances  are  likely  to  exist 
have  been  visiterl  ver}'  fiequenlly. 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspec'iions  made. 


Inspections  under  the  Mousing  .Acts  ... 

• • • 

269 

Otiier  house  inspections  and  re-visits 
Rakehouses  and  other  piemises  on  which  food  is 

prepared 

305 

or  exposed  for  sale 

Inspections  of  premises  from  which  Infectious 

Diseases 

'79 

were  nol i lied  ... 

• • • 

32 

Dwelling  1 louses  or  rooms  d isiiifected 

• • • 

32 

Cowsheds  Inspections 

« • • 

213 

.Slaughterhouses  do. 

• • • 

401 

Workshops  0.1  her  than  Rakehouses  ... 

... 

91 

Number  of  N“tii-es  served  (.Statutoi  _\ ) 

72 

,,  ,,  (Informal) 

... 

198 

Nuisances  dealt  wriii. 

Mouses  w ith  blocked  drains 

... 

30 

,,  defective  ,,  ... 

• • • 

b 

VVC’s  

• • . 

18 

,,  ,,  Whiter  fittings  to  Hushing  cisterns 

18 

,,  blocked  WhC’s 

. . 

24 

,,  deh'ctive  gutlers  and  S|)ontings  ... 

. • • 

32 

,,  ,,  roofs 

... 
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Houses  with  defective  walls  ...  ...  ...  lo 

„ flush  pipes  & vent  shafts  ...  ...  9 

,,  defective  sinks  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  insufficient  waste  pipts  ...  ...  19 

„ defective  yard  suriaces  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  ,,  flf)ors  ...  ...  ...  6 

„ „ chimney  stacks-  ...  ...  18 

Filthy  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  with  defective  washing  boilers  ...  ...  7 

,,  fire  grates  and  ranges  ...  ...  ...  11 

„ gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance...  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  escape  of  foal  gas  ...  3 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Carcases  requiring  removal  ...  ...  ...  15 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Most  of  the  milk'  consumed  in  the  District  is  proiluced 
within  the  area,  do  a les.ser  extent  tlian  liitheito,  a [lortion  is 
brought  in  from  the  rural  district  of  Low  Furness. 

No  complaints  have  been  maile  as  to  the  quality,  while 
the  adequacy  of  supply  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands. 
Owing  to  the  excessively  high  price  of  this  comiiiodity,  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  in  my  opinion  many  ol  the  children  are  not 
obtaining  the  amount  of  milk  tliey  ouglit  to  recei\e. 

d'he  most  serious  thing  we  have  to  comi>hiin  ol  is  the 
condition  of  the  Cowsheds  from  which  tlie  milk  is  produced, 
although  the  imsatisfactor conditions  have  been  reported  on  for 
years  past,  very  little  is  done  to  remedy  the  defects. 

riie  conditions  ao'  jiractically  the  same  as  w hen  we  reported 
last.  Detailed  inspections  have  lieen  maile  during  the  jear,  and 
reports  presented  lo  the  Sanitary  Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer 
v\ho  has  notified  owners  as  to  the  reqnireinenis  which  are  necessai) 
to  com[)ly  with  the  provisions  crl  the  bje-laws  in  lorce  in  youi 
district. 

1 here  are  si  Cow  keepers  and  2 Purveyors  of  milk  in  the 

District. 

I heSanilaiw  Connniltee  have  not  as  yet  taken  any  steps 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  comlilions  ol  the  min';  as  legauls 
Tuberculosis.  In  cxwes  where  the  cattle  are  suspected  ol  sulfeiing 
from  the  d isease,  ow  nets  are  advised  to  either  isolate  01  slaughter 
the  animals.  .|  lane  been  slanghlered  during  the  year. 
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Food  Inspection. 

Murli  of  the  time  ijiven  to  tliis  work  is  taken  up  with  the 
inspection  of  prepared  foods  intended  for  consumption.  Requests 
have  also  been  made  by  various  traders  to  examine  vai  ions  classes  of 
fo('d. 

.At  different  times  durina;  llie  ys*ar  quantities  of  l)oth  fresh  and 
cured  fish  has  been  found  unfit  for  food. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  any 
insanitary  condition  on  premises  used  for  tire  prepaiation  and  sale  of 
food. 

'I'he  Irakehouses,  of  which  there  are  14,  have  been  kept  in 
good  order  ; two  notices  only  being  received  from  M..\l.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  in  regard  to  ventilation  and  sanitary  c(jnveni<  ik  e in  .Askam. 

Limewashing  and  general  cleansing  liave  liecn  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  regulations. 

51  inspections  of  this  class  of  workshop  have  been  made. 


Ashpits  Cleansing. 

The  control  of  the  ashpit  cleansing  staff  was  Iransferied  by 
your  Council  to  my  department  in  September  of  the  past  year.  'Phis 
was  done  with  a view  to  endeavoui ing  to  offer  t an  ectmono  in  the  cost 
of  doing  the  woik,  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  a gicair  r efficiency 
in  the  cleansing. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  and  attention  has  been  given 
in  re-organising  the  system,  and  abo  the  supeivision  of  ihf  staff.  As  a 
result,  we  can  safely  say  that  the  ckansing  of  premises  has  been 
attended  to  more  frequentb’,  and  also,  to  some  extent,  soii'e  economy 
has  been  effected  in  the  cost.  'Phis  lattei  item  is  lu  t so  much  felt  as 
yet,  owing  to  the  condition  of  tlfe  ashpits  when  the  woik  was  taketi 
over,  the  wt>rk  having  fallen  veiy  much  in  ana  ar.  If  a gi cater  t ffir  iency 
can  be  attained,  even  without  an)'  economy  being  made,  it  will  be 
money  well  spent,  as  theie  is  no  moie  im|)oitant  biaiu  h of  work  in 
sanitaiy  administiation. 

'Phe  fact  that  veiy  few  complaints  aie  now  being  received 
from  occupiers,  of  the  refuse  being  letained  for  too  long  a |)eriod  on 
the  premises,  indicates  an  improveuunt  in  this  diiection.  and  we  are 
hopeful  that  eventually  we  shall  be  in  a position  of  cleansing  the  whole 
area  at  least  once  in  every  month  wiihout  increasing  the  staff.  Kvery- 
thing  is  now  done  to  reduce  the  cost  as  far  as  possible,  consistent  with 
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efficiency.  'I'he  nshpit  cleansing  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ..  3,401 

,,  Loads  of  Refuse  taken  from  ashpits  ..  3,008 

,,  .Sanitary  Bins  emptied  ...  ...  ...  48,988 

,,  Loads  of  Refuse  from  sanitary  bins  ...  1,631 

,,  Cesspools  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  no 

,,  Privies  converted  to  water  carriage  system  2 1 


HOUSING. 

No.  of  Houses  for  working  classes  ...  ...  ...  2,794 

New  Houses  erected  during  year  ...  ...  ...  i 

Character  of  Defects  found  to  e.xist  in  unfit  houses — 

Dampness  and  general  defects  and  dilapidation. 


St.\ti.stics  for  Ye.4r  riNDiNG  December  31ST,  1920. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  of  which  complaints  were  made  that 

they  are  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  none 

Action  under  .Section  17  of  Housing  Act,  1909  — 

(a)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  section  ...  269 

(b)  No  Unfit  for  Habitation  ...  ...  ..  ...  135 

(c)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses,  the  defects  of  which  were 

remedied  without  closing  orders  ..  ...  ...  — 


Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1919  — 

No  of  Orders  for  Repairs  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

,,  Cases  of  Repairs  carried  out  by  Local  .Authority  ...  none 

,,  Dwelling  houses  voluntarily  closed  by  Owners  ...  none 

,,  Representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 


In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  kindness  shown  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  and  also  the  Medical  Officer,  (derk  and  Surveyor  for  their 
willingness  to  tender  me  advice  at  any  time. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  CAINE, 

M.R.S.  Institute. 


March,  1921. 


